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subjected to chronic bullying by a father who hated him,
Ferdinand gradually took to a dissolute course of life which
before he was forty ruined his health, and brought about his
death a few years later. Unfortunately he did not care for
the wife whom his father had chosen for him, the Princess
Violante, though she was in every way woithy of his affec-
tion, and deservedly liked by all classes in Florence She
never reproached him for his neglect, and to the last con-
tinued to show her affection for him.9

In the early part of Cosimo's reign various important
additions were made to the art collections in the Uffi/i Gal-
lery. Cosimo's intemperance both in eating and di inking
caused him to suffer fiom frequent illness, as a remedy for
which his physician, the celebrated Redi,10 pi escribed icgulai
walking exercise; and Paolo Falconieri, one of the cultured
men whom Prince Ferdinand had gathered round him, sug-
gested that this exercise should be taken in the Uffm Galleiy,
and that the Grand Duke should for his amusement adorn it
with all the best specimens of sculpture belonging to the
family. Cosimo took up the idea watmly, removed to the
galleiy many of the statues hitherto placed in the Boboli
gardens, and caused to be brought from the Villa Medici at
Rome most of the remaining works of sculpture which Fer-
dinand I had collected, including the Venus de' Medici, the
Wrestlers, the Knife-wAetter, and the large number of classic
busts and other works of sculpture to be seen in the Uffizi
Gallery, then called the Gallery of the Statues.11 The long
corridor between the Palace and the Uffizi Gallery, which
formed part of this daily walk of the Grand Duke, was also
adorned with many pictures, among them the large collection
of over six hundred portraits of notable persons in Europe
during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, which, though
they are of no artistic merit, are of much value from an
historical point of view.

Cosimo also now took in hand an important matter in